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WORK CENTERS IN THE US, CANADA AND BRAZIL

AL  3 Braille   MO  7 Braille
AZ  6 Braille   NE  4 Braille, 1 Large Print
AR  6 Braille   NJ  2 Braille
CA  35 Braille, 12 Large Print NM  1 Large Print
CO  2 Braille   NY  7 Braille
CT  1 Braille   NC  1 Braille
FL  6 Braille   ND  3 Braille
GA  1 Braille   OH  4 Braille
ID  2 Braille   OK  1 Braille
IL  8 Braille   OR  2 Braille, 1 Large Print
IN  9 Braille   PA  2 Braille
IA  2 Braille   SC  1 Braille
KS  5 Braille, 1 Large Print TN  1 Large Print
KY  2 Braille   TX  19 Braille, 1 Large Print    
LA  2 Braille   VA  1 Braille    
MD  1 Braille   WA 3 Braille    
MA  3 Braille   WI  2 Braille
MI  3 Braille, 1 Large Print      
MN  4 Braille   CANADA 9 Braille
MS  5 Braille   BRAZIL 1 Large Print             

Serving Our Gracious Lord

Through the partnership 
of faithful people, Lutheran 
Braille Workers blessed 
many thousands in 2009. 
Even through difficult 
economic times, faithful 
people blessed the nations, 
helping people touch the 
promises of Jesus!

This report features 
numbers, graphs, and statistics, but represents
much more. God has used LBW to help meet
the spiritual needs of many people. From all
over the world letters of thanks state that 
LBW is an answer to their prayers. Thank 
God for His faithfulness and calling; we are 
honored to serve Jesus our gracious Lord.

Helping people touch the promises of Jesus 
was the focus of 2009. We add helping people 
grow in Christ for 2010. St. Paul writes: “I 
planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God 
made it grow” (1 Cor 3:6). Your prayers are 
needed, the labor of thousands are needed, 
willing contributors supply the finances 
needed to accomplish our mission, but God 
blesses the efforts and makes faith grow. 
Thank you all for your Gospel partnership.

Rev. Dr. Phillip Pledger,
Executive Director

Mr. Walter Loeber,
President,
Board of Directors

Raised Dots...God’s Word

Anyone who watches a 
Work Center in operation 
and examines the final 
product could easily draw 
the conclusion that this 
effort is a waste of time.  
What good is a sheet of 
paper with raised dots?

Those of you who work 
in a Work Center and/or financially support 
the Lutheran Braille Workers’ ministry 
know this is not a waste of time.  You know 
when fingers glide over the raised dots, the 
person is reading the Word of God or a 
devotion about Jesus.  That is why you work
and support this ministry the way you do.

I thank you for your work and support so 
raised dots can be on pieces of paper.  Because 
of your work, financial support, dedication, 
and faithfulness blind people touch the 
promises of Jesus.

I’m sure every recipient who is blind thanks 
you for the raised dots so they can read God’s
Word and/or a message about Jesus.  They 
would assure you that you have not wasted
your time or money.  

Thank you, and the Lord fill you with joy in 
knowing you have made it possible for 
someone to touch the promises of Jesus. 
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2009Ecuador Family Receives
Spanish Braille Bible

Gladys and Antonio (pictured below left with 
their 2 children) are blind. When a team 
from Crosswinds Church delivered LBW’s 
Bible in Spanish Braille, their faces lit up and 
they immediately began reading. Being poor, 
they could never afford a $1,200 Braille Bible, 
and were very grateful that LBW made it possible 
for them to touch the promises of Jesus.

Anonymous (4)
Mrs. Lenora Balsiger
Mr. Eddie Bartsch
Ms. Mary J. Bennett
Mr. & Mrs. Lyle W. Blasé
Dr. & Mrs. Edwin A. Boger
Mrs. Pauline E. Brehm
Mr. & Mrs. Boyd Boyer
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Breitenfeld
Mrs. Emily Ann Brindle
Ms. P. E. Brunner
Mr. Jack E. Butler
Mr. John A. Chackel
Dr. Steven L. Christopher
Rev. & Mrs. Claude H. Constable
Ms. Marilyn M. Craane
Mr. & Mrs. Don A. Cronk
Ms. Susie Davis
Mr. Wayne G. Davis
Mr. Thomas E. Doggett
Ms. Christine H. Driggers
Mr. & Mrs. Hoyte B. Elkins
Ms. Linda Ellerman
Ms. Marlene Erks
Mrs. Hilda Fey
Rev. & Mrs. Norman R. Finke
Mr. & Mrs. Michael N. Fischer
Mrs. Kay C. Freeman
Ms. Alice E. Gamble
Ms. Martha Gerdes
Mrs. Mary Gretton
Ms. Phyllis Halbert
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond H. Hanson
Ms. Ruth Hengst
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur W. Hesskamp
Mrs. Janet Heywood
Mrs. Pat Hildebrand
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph C. Hildenbrandt
Mrs. Millie Hiteshew
Mrs. Gladys Hobratschk
Mrs. Margaret Hoffman
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Hollatz
Mr. & Mrs. George Hollmann
Ms. Leslie Hughes
Mr. & Mrs. Dale S. Jenkins
Mr. & Mrs. Terence B. Jenkins
Ms. Carole W. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Kahovec
Ms. Dorothy K. Keller
Ms. Beatrice Kirchner
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Kluck
Mrs. Barbara Kroemer
Mr. Bruce M. Kuczynski
Mr. Robert C. Lange
Ms. Susan LeNoir
Mr. & Mrs. F. C. Levantrosser
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Loeber
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Loeber
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Mager
Mr. & Mrs. Harold J. Malan
Ms. Sheila McCain

The Mission of Lutheran Braille Workers 
is to provide the message of salvation 

through faith in Jesus Christ to individuals 
who are blind or visually impaired 

throughout the world.

B
i
b
l
e  

B
o
o
k   

C
l
u
b  

M
e
m
b
e
r
s

B
i
b
l
e  

B
o
o
k   

C
l
u
b  

M
e
m
b
e
r
s

20092009

Ecuador NigeriaMexicoMalawi

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Meyer
Mr. Byron Mott
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Mumm
Rev. & Mrs. Warren Paulson
Mrs. Marge Pekala
Mrs. Anna B. Polagye
Ms. Alma Rich
Mr. & Mrs. Gary L. Richards
Mrs. Clara Riedel
Mr. & Mrs. Al Roggenbuck
Ms. Inge Roome
Mrs. June Rose
Mrs. Gina Sarria
Ms. Shirley Schaffer
Mrs. Ellen Scheele
Mrs. Louise Schinnerer
Mrs. Muriel Schneider
Mrs. Carl M. Schoneman
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Schwartz
Ms. Jo Schwegler
Mrs. Ada Scott
Ms. Dorothy B. Skau
Mr. & Mrs. W. John Soper
Miss Esther Spietz
Mrs. Carole Strosnider
Mr. & Mrs. George Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Oge Thomsen
Mr. & Mrs. Eldred E. Whalen
Mr. Peter H. Wilkens 
Mr. & Mrs. Forrest Lee Wulf
Mr. & Mrs. William D. Zollinger
Peaceful Hearts Christian Preschool, Plainfield, IL
St. John Lutheran School, Champaign, IL
Zion Lutheran Church, LWML, Neshkoro, WI

Bible Book Club (Continued)

     God is Good...All the Time!

         This Annual Report is being 
         sent to a select group - our 
         faithful financial supporters 
         of Lutheran Braille Workers.  
         Its intent is to provide a brief 
         overview of the financial 
         status and work that has been 
         accomplished in 2009.  Of 
         utmost importance is that we, 
         at LBW, are humbled, amazed 
         and inspired while all the time 
thankful to our God for His goodness to us 
through you and those who are now in glory.
God is Good…All the Time!

What the chart and graphs may not show is:
•   That with the economic challenges of 2009, 
     LBW kept its expenses in line and balanced 
     its budget
•    With increased estate income, LBW was able 
     to begin establishing financial reserves  
•   The Bible Book Club membership (donors who
     have committed to regularly support LBW) 
     remained constant in 2009. Interested parties
     may contact the home office for further
     information 
•    A net three new Work Centers were opened 
     in 2009
•   The number of volunteers stayed relatively 
     constant between 5,000 and 5,100
•    LBW and Valparaiso University entered into 
     a collaborative venture to produce a new 
     generation of embossing presses for Braille
•    LBW received specially targeted project 
     grants from the Dunklau Foundation, 
     Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
     (LWML), Thrivent Foundation and the 
     Werner Foundation
•    LBW has no long term debt or financial 
     obligation
•    The estimated aggregate value of our
      volunteers’ donated hours if paid minimum
      wage would amount to $6.4 million in 2009

Entering a new year, LBW counts its blessings 
from a Loving God including a faithful group of 
prayer warriors, volunteers and financial 
supporters.  Motivated to helping people touch the 
promises of Jesus, LBW strives, with God’s help, 
to grow its ministry in 2010.  

Mr. Michael Fischer,
Director of Ministry
Advancement

Income Expense

Mission Statement

2009 Braille and Large Print Information 

 Braille  Large Print  Total 

Sheets 
Produced 11,065,052 5,880,100 16,945,152 

Volunteers 4,654 375 5,029 
 

Work 
Centers 174 20 194 

Individuals $491,098

Congregations $487,655

Estates $840,703

Supporting Churches/Org $137,042

Miscellaneous $29,034

Program Services $1,029,881

Administration $305,914

General $91,998

Fundraising $259,101

24.73%

24.56%

42.34%

6.9%

1.46%

61.8%

8.05%

21.59%

8.56%


